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Meath by-election opinion pool boost for Fianna Fail
An opinion poll conducted by Orchard Research & Analysis Ltd and carried in this week’s Meath Chronicle on voting intentions in the forthcoming Meath by-election shows Fianna Fail candidate Shane Cassells with a commanding 36.7% of first preferences, putting him in pole position to take the seat of former Fine Gael TD and Taoiseach John Bruton.

The figures will be a disappointment for Fine Gael’s Shane McEntee, showing him on 20.4%, and struggling to retain the seat his party has held for 35 years in Meath.

The survey also indicates a substantial increase in the vote of Sinn Fein councillor Joe Reilly on 14.9% (up from 9.4% in the 2002 general election and 10% in last year’s local elections) and also gives a boost to Labour Party candidate Dominic Hannigan, pitching him at 13.3% (up from 8% in last local elections),

First preferences for the other candidates are as follows: Sirena Campbell (PD) 7.6%, Fergal O’Byrne (Green Party) 5.5% and Liam O Gogain (non-party) 1.6%.

The opinion poll was conducted over three days – last Friday, Saturday and Monday, 4th, 5th and 7th March, by Orchard Research & Analysis when a sample of 502 people across all five electoral areas in County Meath were polled. The survey involved both on-street and door-to-door sampling. Those who participated were given a mock ballot paper featuring the candidates’ names and photographs and asked to indicate their preferences for each candidate.

A count was subsequently conducted by Orchard Research using the rules of the single transferable vote that apply to elections. This indicated that the seat will be won by Shane Cassells, benefiting from transfers from both the PD candidate and Sinn Fein’s Joe Reilly, with Shane McEntee in second place.

The Sinn Fein candidate, while polling strongly on first preferences, did not appear to pick up transfers from other candidates, however. Sinn Fein transfers appeared predominantly to go to the Fianna Fail candidate. 

Other points of interest were the low level of transfers within potential coalition partners, despite the existence of pacts; the fact that Sinn Fein transfers went largely to Fianna Fail and Labour, and the resurgence in the vote of the Labour Party in the county after several years in the doldrums.
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