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This Judgement is central to the unfair and inequitable practices within the Irish Courts system.
Essentially a lay litigant can represent their own case in court. 
In fact even against the prejudice of the closed shop of legal professionals including the solicitors and barristers and the judiciary who are drawn solely from that legal pool, a lay litigant may even win their case. 
However, a lay litigant does not face same scenario as if they pay to hire a legal representative from the same closed shop.
If the lay litigant loses they are likely to be faced with paying the full legal costs of the other side.
If, however unlikely, the lay litigant is allowed by the judiciary to win their case, the lay litigant cannot claim their costs at the same rate.
In effect the best a lay litigant can do in the game is to draw.
A few years ago in the Beef Tribunal process, Michael White, Then Solicitor and now Judge, was granted costs by the taxing Master Mr. Flynn for representing his clients, on the basis that if he had to face the cream of the profession, eg take on senior counsel, then he should be paid the rate for the job. 
This argument should extend to lay litigants, in order to preserve equality and justice.

Send your view  to legalcomplaints@liamog.com
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