iy
. feoeeg
Té tunng POrerst,

- Fnaphy OerC o & s

‘L{ rj

—_— 7_5\{0\17

J

\

celiy

\

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform
An Roinn DIi agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus Athchdirithe Dy

Legal Costs Review -

The Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Refsrmrhias
established o Working Group o identify ways of reducing
legal costs. The highest priority is 1o reduce the cost of
aivil litigation. The Group will consider how costs are
foxed and explore whether changes to the present system
are required.

The Legal Costs Working Group's rofe is outlined below:

+ to examine the present lavel of legal fees and costs
arising in civil likigation; how such fees and costs arise
and are caleuloted; the bosis for such fees and costs,
and the system and arrangements in place in the State

e relating to the taxation of costs,

[ to undertake ¢ historicol onclysis of fees and costs to
determine whether the relative level of such fees and
costs have increased over time and, if so, the reasons
for such increase,

+ to the extent thet the Group thinkesiappropricte, fo

" undertake o comprehensive siudy of the systems and
methods employed in other jurisdictions for sefting and

P determining fees ond costs in civil fifigation,

to consider whether a scale of salicitor's costs ond
counsel's fees should be made by way of regulation as
' provided for by section 46 of the Court and Court
Officers Act 1995, and

, on the basis of the aforementioned examination and
shudy, fo make recommendations for inifictives or
( changes in this area which, in the Group's considered

view, would lead to, or assist in, o reduction of cosis
associated with civil lifigation, would improve
™~ accessibility fo justice and provide for greater
transparency.

The Legol Costs Working Group now ln\ntes written
submissions from interested parfies in relation to e
matlers set out above. Submissions should be canfined to

_the aforementioned motters and should drrive not later
than 5 p.m. on Friday, 19 November 2004,

Subrmissions in wrling's be sent to:
N

Licm Smyth

Courts Policy Division

Depariment of Justice, Equality and Low Reform
Old Faculty Building _

Shelbeurne Rood e

Ballsbridge, Dubfin 4

/' Submissions can also be made by e-mail o
" losmyth @ fustice.ie

The provisions of the Freedom of Information Acts 1997
and 2003 will apply to submissions received.

Public Advertisement for Submissions
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